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Orchard Ion, a new shopping centre cum condo at the junction of Orchard Road and Patterson Road, is probably the most 
expensive piece of real estate in Singapore; as a shareholder of Capitaland, its joint developer (the other partner is HK's 
Sun Hung Kai) I ought to wish it successful, on the other hand, I was annoyed with it for the numerous traffic problems 
the contruction site caused, in particular, its prevention of my use of the undergroud pedestrial tunnel across Orchard - I 
used to be able to go from Shaw Centre (Isetan and Lido in case you dont know Shaw Centre) to Takashimaya (the 
building is actually called Ngee Ann but nobody would recognize that) completely underground, but now you end up 
nowhere near where I want to go after crossing the tunnel and taking the escalator - you are across the road from Borders 
instead 

In any case, they have at last finished enough of it to take a picture from the Shaw Centre corner, using an 18mm wide 
angle lens on Nikon D40x ; then I put on a 0.5 extension lens, in effect achieving 9mm wide angle, which allows me to 
use the camera side ways and cropping away the bottom half, so that the camera was pointed level, not upwards, to 
reduce the slant of the high rise building 
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Using the same trick, I could get a reasonable shot of St Regis 
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pro  

with just a small amount of slant 

went back the next morning with two different cameras, first the Lumix LX2 with its panoramic width, not quite so wide 
as 18mm so I had to stand a bit further back to get almost the same scene 
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note the height is a bit less; the second with a Canon carrying a 35mm lens plus a 0.5 extension lens, theoretically also 
18mm in combination, but in practice much narrower, so I could not get the same scene even after moving back 

 
both seems to capture less colour despite software enhancement, and of course the view is too narrow to use the sideway 
shot trick 

the following photo came from a Filipino newspaper, showing the flooded junction in front on 16/6/10 (I believe 
replacing a big piece of lawn with a building has made drainage worse in the area) 
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an old google map showing the same junction before the building came up 
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went back a third time, with Canon+500mm lens; most shots no good but two scenes (reduced to 20%) 
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the glass ceiling seems to have some dot patterns, maybe to reduce sunlight?) the following are more less unreduced 
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added on 26 July 2009: the shopping centre is now open for business - most shops looks expensive 

aother high price piece of real estate is Orchard Central, near Someset station; again used very wide angle lens - because 
of the narrow street, it is hard to move back to get whole scene 
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