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Pymamids of grand styles and obvious religiousigances have been found in Egypt and South Araefitey are
not so well known in China, but have been locatelddth the Northern and Southern parts of the rastaboard. The
five diagrams above show three found in southwesmt®furia, two in the Hangzhou region. They are maade
mounds, the northern ones mainly piles of rocks stbuthern ones of soil. The rock piling somewhatinds us of the
practice of ancient Hebrews and Tibetans, who aveelier a thousand years or more later than theeShipyramids,
which were even earlier than the Egyptian pyrantiusugh lacking their sophstication and engineepregision.

The two maps below show the locations of imporsitets:

What are in those pyramids? ~ following pictures show tombs and altars foundam
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and examples of artifac discovered in or near the ton
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As can be noted in the right diagram, the coffirsasmade by assembling stone plates. It is the hueraains and
other biological material that allow the tombs todarbon dated. The northern tombs were more 10@0 $ears old,
while the southern ones were somewhat later.

In particular, the Manchurian sites include a tengomplex with several wings that have fragmemtsiml, bear-
dragon and other statutes, including a well presstgoddes heac
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the relationship between the temple/statues anjhtleeobjects found in nearby and contempoerageg &tunclear: the
manchurian jade objects, the most important barigflacts withobvious shamanistic significance, were variousioers
of the dragon, with some birds and turtles as welereas the goddess figures found in the templeotirer sites were
clearly related to fertility worship.

compare later jade drago-
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but neither bears an obvious relationship to thegeof the southern tombfnote the bronzes are from Shang
tombs)

While the jade objects clearly indicate the forntha# dragon, the relationship between the diffedeatjon versions and
to more "conventionally dragon like" artifac comtemporary or later, is also uncl
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The relationship between the eastern china sitésarghly contemporary sites in western china

where the prominent artifacts are pottery rathantiade, is again unclear.

The pyramid tomb tradition was followed by Qin didn emperors; a Shanxi aerial photo shows a nunftieem
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The above picture shows three mysterious jade objects found in ancient tombs that are tzdbon da

to 5000 years ago, before there was any written history. Ancient books, mostly finished in the Han
Dynasty but some already in existence in Zhou times and containing fragmentary legends that woul
have been orally transmitted before the invention of writing, obscurely mention jadesalged in

some heaven and earth worship rituals. It is hard to make sense, first becauseifiimdseste so
obscure, second because we are not sure which actual objects the mentioned names cotrespond t
After working through various possibilities, it is now commonly agreed that the*calegcribed in

the books correspond to the rectangular block with round hole in the middle. The other two have so
far not been identified with objects mentioned in the books, and are referred to by the modern names
invented from their shape: the Horse Hoof Object and the Cylinder Shaped Object. They have the
common feature that all have a hole in the middle, and at least for the cong, there istthet itlea

"goes through to heaven", thus allowing us to imagine that the other two also have the same function.

A seemingly unrelated obscure detail in history books was that in Zhou times, the state ail Chu ha
the duty to provide the Zhou court with "holy reeds" for the purpose of "absorbing wine". It is
vaguely known that some ancient rituals involve a divine statue made from a bundle of reed; when
wine is poured on the statue, it gets absorhedf the god has drunk it. Some believe this came

west asia: during the harvest, the last bunch of wheat from the field is bundled up and worshiped as
the corn god.

A Japanese author connected the two obcure details together: he suggested that theedacee
plugged into the hole in a cong to symbolize humans getting through to heaven with the help of the
divinity represented by the reeds. | myself have suggested that the Horse Hoof Objbet was

original version, and later evolved into the more formal, artistically crafted cong amd€y$hape
Object versions. Someone else suggested th&tdhse Hoof Object symbolized the vagina, thro

which humans are born, arriving into the material world from another world that ancient humans
imagined to be existing on the other side. Of course this is all just guessing, since we hage nothi
more concrete to work with.

The more concrete question is how long it took the ancient humans to learn the jade carving skills
while at the same time working out the religious ideas. Before such fine objects coubdileepr

with the necessary skills, they first had to produce more crude objects using easieisratd

simpler tools. It is impossible to jump from pottery to fine jade; possibly the inteargeddeps were

wood and bone; while carved wood objects from over 5000 years ago would have rotted away, some
bone objects ought to have survived.

PM6O Y /)l <E KEFNY (EhA! a“Eily” YGAYO!t 05U= A (*i 9!U
8UXA<fi E.NYEBG6 USUXB+TE*i! “4yG&E "$d7% 8U.J2£ E &G& U/2 £ b>e
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The the taoti®)O

Shang bronze utensils are noted for a gross scariness that somehow suited their bidture, w
known, from inscriptions on oracle bones, to require almost nonstop divinations about whether the
gods approved even the smallest actions the king wished to undertake, including, for example
whether it is OK to make sacrifices to the gods with 3 cows, 5 cows or 7 cows. Mangleahskelet
from graves show that human sacrifice was carried out regularly, often on a very d¥ege sc
(Reminder of Cambodia under Pol Pot.) Otherwise we have no information, first hand or even
second hand, about what life was like in Shang times, unlike the Greeks who left us walfypainti
pottery pictures and legendary epics that at least allow partial glimpse$ar860D years ago.

A prominent feature of the bronze utensils is the taotie monster face, of which a wdekemnples

are shown in the above diagram together with several related objects. Two are >4000 gelar old |
objects with the Liangzhu monster face, one a detail on a jade knife from the Longshanrata seve
hundred years later than Liangzhu, with a clear derivation relation to the taotiehé\lgo are two

other Shang objects, one a bronze utensil showing a tiger swallowing a human and the other a jade
carving showing an eagle holding two human heads. The latter two havditieemtly interpretec

that the tiger/eagle is some kind of guardian demon embracing/protecting the humanspyingestr
harmful ghosts. This interpretation fits in with the frequently appearing taoteighit to be dgood

guy" not a "bad guy" if the Shangs wanted to see it so often.

The demon is probably related to the ghost eating Zhongkui that appear inastdriésials of muc
later times. Even today jade carvings represe Zhongkui's head, and paintings depicting |
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giving his sister away as bri (with some mythological meaning which we no longer know), ce
found in arts and crafts shops. Some Japanese pictures of Zhongkui show him with four eyes,
apparently related to the two-faced Liangzhu monster, and an annual Zhou ritual hasea@iccst-
mask with four eyes; today some parts of China still have these masked rituals butseovepras
festival drama acts; the masked Noh plays of Japan appear to be another residcgl phactioor
demons used by the traditional Chinese mansions are another residual practice involgimasthis
eater.

A Zhou book mentions the taotie as a greedy monster thatesgtiicted from over indulgence. T

is most probably a misinterpretation by someone writing in a later era when ityaksttices of

past dynasties were only vaguely known. Today taotie is mainly used in restaurant advaiséme
grand banquets.

P OY 6 M&JF<b ?2¢XO)OMEEaSC#i/2* 'Y GAeYGX )] TDyZ0j)]=
<'N3Z 7E4-8aAX0 ? $& ¢ZxE-3 M&J° <ET 4-Z,X06 ?2A Yo05U Ax
<"/TD + x/2*...Z /GZ y Eé i 1«&AJQ AO)O 1),E- TEQB5 hA! 17M6?'8F E
30 /jxx2A & Al (-&A°/2 E! GK(N(F,X [&Z?-YL$ EE-oFN% (& #5at A

<AY :a 0)0 E O BpNgDeXp(=E E-$éc a-a'F E(®5at AzyYawo
0)0 E""On B>"0ONa& ,XS AJsOk EKY/2FN E-N3Q/2%¢él1 9,XE <f,XL8
6Y YPT~ GY¥ AXel " + M6,X8C#i/2>!1,X E5a Nag9x}a °t X
6Na3 $dib 18 xt Yo JsOkO 2aY 3%-  EhAY + o] 9,X A

The Liangzhu Monster Fa@&C#i/2 *

Archaeologists found in China two neolithical centres of jade worship: the Hongssaim sit
northern china yielded a relatively small number of objects, but with highly imaginatigmsesid
polished execution (considering the primitive tools available at the time) thatradedl oumodern
patronizing view about the ancient state of mind; the southern Liangzhu sites are even more
impressive: there are great numbers of them spread over much of middle partrofassée and
they are of a large scale, with each tomb situated on a soil platform that would hawedrequir
thousands of people to pile up, and many yielding hundreds of jade items per tomb. While the
majority of these lacked the artistic refinement of Hongshan jade, the more cabjalets pose
their own challenges to our understanding of the ancient people.

The picture of a two-faced demon, with numerous variations, appears frequently on Liangzhu jade
objects, mostly on the ritual "cong”, but occasionally also on axes and discs.l myself have an
unusually shaped, flattened cong with two faces instead of the standard four, and a circwdhtube
three demon faces. The former type, as far as | could discover, has not before beehesaan eit
archaeological sites nor in private collections, while only a small number of #etygie are

known. Whereas the four faced congs usually have the demon face on each corner, one large cong
has demon faces in the corners as well as in the middle of each side, with a pair ghbird si
separating the frontal and corner faces. A similar arrangement is used on ea¢mside/o-faced

cong, with two corner demons, two centre demons, and four bird signs separatinghbeune ha

three different types of demon faces, each of a familiar design from unearthed jade.

The figure as a whole is a man wearing a large feather hat with perched legs ath@spugger

arms, but sharply bent elbows so that the lower arms and hands point back at his own chest, while
the lower face appears to consist of eyes that are also the breasts of the marmad mogbkttbe the

man's genitals, and a mouth that might be considered to be the navel though it is situated rather low
or possibly the vagina. The strokes that draw out the eyes, arms and legs, however, seem to bear the
skin pattern of a python. In short, the picture contains a variety of ideas of some divine lancestra
figures that have been amalgamated.

Given the large scale of t Liangzhu tombs and the complex ritualistic thinking presented k

file://C:\Documents and Settings\Owner\Desktop\chinese _histor 201(-6-25



- Chinese Histor PagelS of 21

variety anielaboration of jade objects, the Liangzhu people had a highly organize(system

which somehow left no trace in historical records. We have no idea what happened to the Liangzhu
people, other than that around 2000BC they disappeared from their original locations, but some
subsequent sites showing Liangzhu influence were found in the surrounding regions such as
Shandong, Guangdong and Taiwan. A simpler version of the demon face, usually embedded into a
figure with more prominent bird features, appears on jade "blade objects" in Shandong, and this
probably developed into the Shang taotie figure that appears on bronze vessels.

We also do not know what the Liangzhu people used the cong for. It has been suggested that the
round hole is used to hold sacred reeds/feathers that represent ancestral gods, amerigial

poured down the reeds during ceremonies to represent gods accepting the gift by soaking up the
wine. Some contemporary sites in northwest china also have jade congs, but plainly potsined

demon faces, and this type of cong also occasionally appears in Shang and Zhou sites. However, the
few mentions of the cong in Zhou ritual books @ obscure for us to definitively interpret whet

congs were used in this way, in contrast to the quite frequent mentions of the jade disc beiag used a
gift to honour visitors and jade rings being worn as indications of status in Zhou histomcdsrec

Zhou books' few mentions of taotie are also nonsensical so it appears that one thousanéiyears aft
the Liangzhu people's disappearance, the Chinese world had already lost all knowledge of them.
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